(From the Royal Edinburgh Hospital for Sick Children and the Bacteriology Department, Edinburgh University.)
Introduction.
THOUGH cases of rat-bite fever are relatively infrequent in this country, a number have now been recorded in the literature, and in certain of the more recent reports (Low, 1924; Robertson, 1924; Collier, 1924 ) the specific causative organism (originally designated Spirochceta morsus muris) has been demonstrated.
The clinical condition, which is well illustrated in the case we have to record, exhibits a characteristic train of signs and symptoms, responds readily to salvarsan treatment, and undoubtedly represents a specific disease. Though well recognised as the sequel of a rat-bite, a similar condition has been reported as the result of the bite of cats and ferrets. The disease has been specially studied from the etiological standpoint by Japanese workers, and was shown by Futaki and his associates to be due to a unique type of spiral organism first demonstrated in 1915 by them in the local lesion and in lymph glands. This organism was originally described as a spirochete and designated accordingly, but further study of its biology (see Robertson, 1924) has tended to exclude it from this group and it may now be regarded as related to the Spirilla. Carter (1887) first described a spiral organism of this type (Spirillum minor) in the blood of a wild rat in India, with which the rat-bite fever spirillum 
